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Agenda

• Purpose for 
training.

• Defining an active 
shooter / threat.

• Statistics (Case 
studies)

• Preparing for a 
threat.

• What to expect in 
an AS/AT event?

• What to do in an 
AS/AT Situation?

• LEO response.

• AS Video (LACSD)

• Questions.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this training is to 
familiarize the recipient(s) with basic 

information on Active Shooter / 
Active Threat (AS/AT) risks and 

current best practices for responding 
to and surviving an event.
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Defining and Active Shooter or 
Active Threat (AS/AT)



What is an Active Shooter / Active Threat

A person or persons killing or 
attempting to kill people in a 

confined populated area.
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Identifying the threat

Q1:  What does an active shooter look like?

Q2:  What are their characteristics?

Q3:  Can we identify an active shooter based 
on appearance?
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Active Shooters
Eric Harris & Dylan Klebold : 
Columbine HS, Littleton, CO

Seung Hui Cho, Virginia Tec 

Adam Lanza, Sandy Hook 
Elementary, Newtown , CT

Charles Carl Roberts, Amish School 
House, West Nickel Mines, PA

James Holmes, Aurora, CO

Ivan Lopez & 
Nadal Malik Hasan, 

Fort Hood



Threat Analysis
POTENTIAL ACTORS (AS/AT)

• Disgruntled Person(s): Angry 

or dissatisfied persons represent 
the most likely threat. Limited 
knowledge of facility or operations.

• Employee(s): Less likely but 

more dangerous. Have significant 
knowledge of facility and all 
operations. 

• Terrorist(s): Domestic or foreign 

single actors or groups most 
dangerous threat (Unlikely).  
Usually well trained and prepared.  

LIKELY TARGETS (Victims)

• General:  Actor is determined to 

take vengeance on the government 
office or system making a public 
statement.  Targeting is generally 
all inclusive.

• Staff: As primary litigant contacts, 

staff members can be the focal 
point of anger.  Internal staff issues 
also represent a source for 
targeting.

• Other customers: The actor 

may be targeting other customers 
with whom they have common 
business with the department.
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Threat Analysis

Generally speaking:

• Active shooters know they have 
limited time to achieve their goals.  
They will seek easy targets of 
opportunity.

• If you are harder to see and/or harder 
to hit you will be safer.

Unclassified // For Official Use Only
Controlled document // Do not Disseminate



Statistics:
History and analysis of Active 
Shooter Events (2000-2013)
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Active Shooter Events 2000-2013

US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of investigation
“A Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United States between 2000 and 2013”
September 16, 2013
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Incidents Annually (2000-2013)

US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of investigation
“A Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United States between 2000 and 2013”
September 16, 2013
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Annual Casualties (2000-2013)

US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of investigation
“A Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United States between 2000 and 2013”
September 16, 2013
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Incident Locations

US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of investigation
“A Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United States between 2000 and 2013”
September 16, 2013
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Relevant Case Studies
Lloyd D. George Federal Courthouse

• January 4, 2010, Las Vegas, 
NV 

• Johnny Lee Wicks (66) 
opens fire with shotgun in 
lobby. 1 killed, 1 injured.

• Shot and killed by Police as 
he attempted to flee.

• WHY was he there?

• Filed lawsuit against Social 
Security over reduction of 
benefits.

Wilmington Courthouse, DE

• February 11, 2013

• Thomas Matusiewicz opens 
fire in lobby of courthouse 
killing former daughter-in-law 
and her neighbor.

• Also wounds 1 Capitol Police 
Officer and a Court attendant.

• Dies of wounds sustained 
during gunfight with Capitol 
Police.

• WHY was he there?

• Was in court with son for 
child custody case.
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Preparing for an AS/AT event
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What can you do to prepare?

• Site analysis.

• Threat analysis (preliminary and ongoing).

• Notification plan.

• Evacuation routes and rally points.

• Pre-identified shelter locations.

• Emergency AS/AT bags.

• Training.

• Emergency quick reference cards.
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What will happen in an Active 
Shooter Situation?
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What to expect?
Initially

• Loud noises

• Gun shots / explosion

• People running and 
screaming

• Fear, Panic, confusion

• Injured persons

• Blood

• Dead bodies

Follow -on

• Sirens

• Bullhorn/PA systems

• LEO in tactical gear 
with rifles

• LEO bypassing the 
injured

• Irrational behavior 
and symptoms of 
shock
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What to do?

• Try to Remain Calm,

• Seek cover and / or concealment,

• Assess the threat and your environment,

• Determine what you can do to survive:

– Evacuate 

– Shelter in Place

– FIGHT

• If you can, help others.
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Evacuate (RUN)

• Leave everything behind (bags, etc.),

• Try to identify the threat location / direction,

• Move as fast as possible away from the 
threat.  Go to the nearest exit,

• Use cover / concealment as you move,

• Go to evacuation site, (Cover / Concealment)

• Remember, everyone is a potential threat to Law 
Enforcement.  Do not rush at Officers, keep hands 
visible at all times.
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Sheltering in Place (HIDE)
• Solidify entry point:

– Lock the door,
– Barricade doors with additional items (desk, 

cabinets, door wedges, etc.).

• Look for potential weapons:  Anything
• Make the room appear vacant:

– Close blinds, cover windows,
– Turn off lights and electronics,
– Silence cellphones.

• Shelter away from door/windows (out of view)

• Do not open door!  Remain calm.
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FIGHT

• If the threat is still actively attacking, and you 
have no other option for survival…..

ATTACK !

• Work together to overwhelm the threat.

• Anything can be a weapon.

• Focus on the threats ability to:
– SEE,  BREATH,  CONTROL THEIR WEAPON.

• Be decisive and use violence of action to stop 
and / or subdue the threat.
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If you are trapped with Suspect…

• If the shooter is NOT actively killing;

– Remain calm and comply with demands,

– DO NOT do anything to provoke them,

– DO NOT give the suspect any indication that 
police are nearby,

– If possible, leave an open phone line to control or 
911 and hide the phone,

• If the suspect begins to shoot, YOU NEED TO 
ACT; make a decision – FIGHT or FLEE.
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Reporting an Active Shooter
• Calling 911

– Be patient, Stay on the line.

– Be prepared to give critical information:

• Exact location,

• Number of suspects,

• Description of suspects,

• Description of weapons,

• What the suspects are doing,

• Description of injured & injuries,

• Any other information you feel pertinent.
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LEO Response
Every 28 seconds someone is either injured or 
killed in an active shooter situation…..
• Responders will arrive in minutes, not seconds.  

Officers will likely arrive in waves.
• Officers will bypass civilians and injured to get to 

the shooter.  Follow-on responders will deal with 
evacuations and injured.

• Priorities of response: Stop the threat, rescue 
hostages, secure the site, treat and evacuate 
civilians.

• Priorities of life: hostages, civilians, police, 
suspect(s).
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Encountering Police

• Remain Calm.

• To the Police everyone is a potential threat…..
– Expect weapons to be pointed at you,

– Keep hand visible,

– Do not point at Officers,

– Follow their directions.

• You may be searched.

• You may be handcuffed.

• Provide them with any pertinent information.
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Post incident transition

• Even when the threat is neutralized, the 
incident response does not stop.

– The facility and surrounding area will be cleared,

– The facility will be treated as a crime scene,

– Everyone will be interviewed and medically 
cleared,

– Counseling will be offered.

• Your patience and compliance are necessary.
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LA County Sheriff’s Office training Video
http://www.activeshooter.lasd.org/
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Questions
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Thank You!
Your assistance, support, and 

compliance will help ensure that 
we can effectively Deter, Detect, 

and/or Defeat any potential threat.
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