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INFORMATION

Woodland Owners
on the Farmland
Assessment Act

PEFPAREDBY
Division of Parks & Forestry

Rutgers Conperatve Pxtension,
Ixtension Forestry .

in cogpersdrion with

N.J. Department of Agriadire

Information

For Woodland Owners
On The

Farmhland: Assessment Act
Amended 1986

The Farmland Assessmant Act of 1984 was
amended an December 30, 1886, and requirss
Addifional eonditians ta ba fulfilled by an ownar of
woodland which is devoted axclusively to the
production for sale of treas and forsst preducts
other than Christmas trees or the owner of woodland
which fs not supportive and subardinate wood(and.

18:75-2.7

(a) The owner of land whiclis devotad
exclusivaly to the production for sala of fraes and
forest products othar than Christmas frees or the
owner of woodland which s not supportive and
subardinate woodland shall anaually submit ta tha
assessor, Inaddiion to a complatad and timely filad
application for farmland assessmant {Farm FA-1),

| the following accompanying informatiorn:

1. A copy of a woodland managemant plan
prepared In accordance with provisions nated undar
NJAGC: 18:15-210;  * ) -

3. A scaled map of the land showing th
lncation of woodiand activity and the scfl group
classes of the [and; and )

3. A camplated woadiand data form {Form
WD-1), as prascribed by tha Direcior of the Division
of Taxation. The formation io be provided by ths
land-owner on this form shall includs the foliowing:

l. A description of all woodland
management acfions taken in tha pre-tax
yean

. A statament as to the typs and

guantlty of ree and forest products sold;

Iil. An indication of the.amount of incama

racalved or anficipated from tha sals of

trees and forest products; and

lv, A cariification in lisu of an oath signad

by both the landowner and an approvad

forester statingthat tha land is acfively
devoted fo a woodland use whichisin

complianca with the fiied woodland *

managament plan.

(b) K the documents set forth in (a) above are

ot submitted annually to-the assessar, such land

shall be deamed not to be In agricultural nsa,

18:15-2.8 Supportive and
suborilnate woodland presumption

{a) A wooded piece of property as dascribsed in
the definition of suppartive.and subordinata
woadland in.N.L.A.C. 18:15-1.1 shallbe prasumed
to be supportiva and subardinate woodland whan its
araa Is lass than the area of the farmiand proparty
qualifying for agricuttural o horficuttural uses other
than the production for sala of traes and forest
products, exclusive of Christmas frees.

(b) "An bwnsr claiming farmiand assassment for
a wooded place of property exceeding tha amount
sat forth In (&) abova as presumed fo be suppartiva
and subardinata woodland shalf submit &n
axplanafion and additional proats tha assessor may
require jo suppart tha claim that such woodland Is
supportive and subordinata. ' .

COMMONLY ASKED (QUESTIONS

#1, What are the basic qualifications of the
Frrmland Assessment Act of 19647
‘a. Tha land must havs been actively devoted fo
agricultural or harficultural usa for the two
succassiva yaars immeadiately preseding tha tax,
year far which farmland assessment Is requestad,
B, The arsa mustba allsest five acras ln siza.
g, Gross sales of agricultural ar hodfticultural
products thereon togather with any paymants
recstvad under & sofl canservation program must
averags at Jeast §500 plus 5 per acrs of cropland
and pasturs and $.50 per acra of woodiand
addifional gross sales exceading the inital fiva

-t acres, or thars-mtst ba slearavidence-of-

anticipated yearly grass sales and such paymsants
amourting to at lsast your minimum gross sales




-
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2. What happens if the Igsidkms beean
essessed for nmlfuml or horfHculfural wse
ard the lendwse changes?

~ When land assessed undar tha act is changed to
a use other than agricylural or horticultural, it shall -
be sibject to additkanal or rall-back taxes. Ths land
shall ba subject fo the paymant of roll-back taxes

_| for the year In which the changs in usa of tha land

occurs and In each of the two tax years, Immediafely
preceding, in which the fand vas assessed undar
tha act.

3. What woodlend owners are required fo
have ¢ Woodland Masagement Play (WHF)

aatd program? .
If your woodland acraage total is more than 50%
of your othar agricuitural and hordictltirad lands, you
will nesd a WMP fo qualify your woodlands tnder tha
act.
| Excepilon: An owner claiming farmland.
assessment for a wooded pisca of proparty
exceeding fhe amount presumed to ba suppartive
and subardinate woodland shall submit an
axpianatton and additiona proofs tha assessor- may
raqiira to suppart tha-clalm that sur:.h woodland ls-
suppartive end subcrdlnata

4, What documtents rust be filed with the
Farmland Assessment application?

~ FA-1 Applicafion far Farmiand Assessmant

2 W1 Woodiand Data Form

- WMP Wocdlard Managsmant Plan

- Scaled map of land showing location of
woodland acfivity and the soil group
classes of ths land.

5. Will I need & WMP for all my
Ewooilmés?

(= . *
1 Technically, no. For axample, if you have 50.
“Zores of cropland and 60 acres of woodland you

Aol only bs required fo prepara a plan for 10 acres ‘

= woodland.
2t ]t Is strongly recommended that you have a WMP

"_T?r all your wacdlands becausa 1 Is anvionmernitaly -

= Confinued
=

and ecv;s}larriiszﬂy fazsibla to managa afl your
woadlands - Tiot Just a part of your wmdland

acrezge.
It is to your advantage to actively manags your

total woadiand acraaga.

6. What{s meant by a description of how
the property bounderiss are or will be marked

and deltnented?

. Property boundaries should be claarly defined by
ana or a combination of the follewlng {aatures:stons
walls, fenca lines, posters, palnt marks, hedge
rows, ete, Tha WMP should describa what thesa
baundary featlirss ara, Relying on camer markars
1o idantify boundarias wilt not ba sufficlant. it they
ara ol clear, boundarles should be marked within 3

| vears from inifial application of filed WMP,

7. What s meant by a stafement of
aoerage overall pro iuctwr&y ‘capabilities of
ey waodla:nd? .

Hera is whare you must state how your woodiands
will maet the gross sales incama raquirament of tha
Farmiand Assessmarit Act of 1964 within a
reasanzble paricd of time, [.a;, whara and how will

| you darive that average annual income of $500+.

This statement is most imperiant when 2l incoma
recaivad will be darived from your woodiands,

8. Do Ihave fu submif a WMP Ench year?

No. Howaver, if a substantial revislon Is mada at
any time, then & naw WMP must be submitted and
-appruvad

g, Tthi'zs o Woodland Data Forn WD-17

Tha forasiry emendment to the Farmland
Assessmant Act requires thad you follow the
recommendations sat forth in your WMP, Tha WD-1
iz the required documert to iform the DEP and tax
assessor of the forestry activitles. you perfc:rmed
during the pre- tax yaar :

10. Where cas I get a list of approved
foresfers?
You may abitain a fist from your municipal tax

assassorf, raghbnal furestar or the Bursau nf Forest
Manzgement.

Bureau of Forest Manusgamant
CH 404

Tranton, NJ 0BE25
808/292-2531

Bureau of Forest Managemant - Beglon A
David Edslman, Begionz Forester

RD 1, Box 999 .

Franklin, NJ 07416

P0o1/827-1325

Bursall of Forest Magiagement - Heglen B
John Banion, Hegional Foraster

PO Box 243

New Llsban, NJ 08084

508/726-1621

Bureau of Forest Managsment - Begion C
Ronald Deirick, Raglonal Forester

561 Atlantic Avenua

Mays-Landing, NJ 08330

609/625-1124

NJ Forest Tree Nursary - Region D
.Charlas T. Abert, JJr., Reglonal Forastar
RD 2, Bax 47, New Egypt Road
Jackson, NJ 08537

2014280029

1. Why do I'nteed an approved forester fo

| certify my woodland mamgemézit program? |

T A forestermeets strmgant sducational and
foresiry work experlenca raquirements to be
included on the DEP approved foresier ist, He iz a
pmfesslonal forester that can recommend the best
forest management practices for your weodlands
that will meet yourmanagement objectives and will

. also efiminats exsessive emd unnscessary cuiting:

Ha Is knowledgeabie with forest product prices and
triatkats and will lock after your best Intarests when
you ara salling standing timbar,

| e conditions set foreh in NJ.A.C 1815271 |

was nD’r submittad,

1%. Where do Isend my epplication?  _,

To your rnuna:lpa! tax asséssor and the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) - :
Buraau of Forest ]mancsgament CN 404, Tranton, |
DEA2S5. A

. C

13, What happens fo my application?
© Th DEFJ Bursat of Fcrast Managamarit will rsv] |
yaur gpplication and nofify your assessor when e i
WMPlis complata. The Bursau will also maka a fle
Inspetion within the first threa years of applicatil

fo detarmina If tha WMP is sultabla for your forest
site, In,zddition, the DEP will inspect the
accomplishmants raparted on the WD-1 fam. The
landowner will ba fnvited fo accompany the Buraal
foraster an this sis inspeciion,

14, Will fiepe be more tnspections of my
property?
Yes. The Bureai ol Forest Mméﬁm'ant wi%{

inspact yaur accomplishments at least oncs evary
thres years following the initfal woodland inspecfic

15. When does this law fake effect?

You will hava ta submit this application by
Augnst 1, 1988, far your 1989 tax yaa'f

* 16, What kappers if my wo odland was
undef farmland wssessnzent bt fails fo meet

Land which failz o mest the additional conditiol
sat forth in N.LA.C. 18:15-2.7 during tha first year
which tha conditions are impased, shall not ba
sthjac! o roll-back taxes fofsuch fallure, bub shal
be fraated as Jand for which an annual application

For Further Inférmatio: |-
Contact: : |
Your Regional Forester
2| or Tay Accesenr




